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1911 called, dwelt in an unexplored region which was peculiarly at the
68 mercy Of vigorous pioneers like Lord Willoughby de Broke, who
was now indefatigably at work as Lord Ealsbury's chief lieutenant.
To get at them and keep them steady for whatever line the official
leaders might recommend at the critical moment meant a laborious
effort in correspondence addressed to each separately; and when
all had been done, it was still in doubt how large numbers of them
would vote, or whether a disclosure of the actual situation would
influence them to defiance or discretion.
VI
The House of Commons met on 24th July to consider the amended
Parliament Bill, but rose without hearing a word on that subject.
For half an hour the Prime Minister stood at the box, unable to
make himself heard, his voice being drowned in an organised
clamour of which Lord Hugh Cecil and Mr. F. E. Smith were the
ringleaders, " He was derided, scorned, insulted/' said the parlia-
mentary sketch-writer of the Standard the next day, *' It was all
meant and aH done/' Another Unionist newspaper explained that
this demonstration had the double object of venting anger against
Asqxuth and stiffening the Unionist leaders, who were contemplating
surrender. Whatever might have been the intention, the only
result was to incense the Liberal Party and to bring Asquith a
handsome letter1 of regret and apology from opponents who felt
their cause to have been degraded by this rowdyism* The bio-
grapher of Lord Halsbury tells us that the silencing of Asquith had
the practical inconvenience of keeping the Opposition in the dark
as to the *' advice " given by the Government to the Sovereign until
it was revealed in the debate on the vote of censure moved by the
Conservative leaders in the House of Commons on 7th August.
This is a hint of the length to which the theory of his bluffing was
carried in die-hard circles, for not only had the information been
conveyed to the Peers at the Lansdowne House meeting, but the
speech which Asquith would have delivered, if it had not been for
this interruption, was printed in the newspapers the next day, and
was perfectly explicit on this point, That speech contains a passage
which is likely to remain the locus dassicus on the subject of the Royal
prerogative, and te printed in an appendix to this chapter.
1 Among the signatories of this letter ware Col, Lookwood, Sir A* 0. Cripps,
and Lord Henry Cavendish Bentinok,

